
 
Q: I thought we were using the New Jersey Model Curriculum. Why do we need this 
curriculum, too? 
A: The New Jersey Model Curriculum is a framework of standards. The PPS Curriculum Units are 
aligned with the Model Curriculum framework, but also provide learning scenarios, 
performance tasks, and assessment guidelines for planning instruction.  

 
 

Q: When should I administer the unit pre-assessment? 
A: Each pre-assessment should be administered at the beginning of each curriculum unit. Refer 
to the grade-level curriculum guides posted on the ELA web page for a timeline of dates for 
each unit of study. 
 
 
Q: How do I score the pre-assessment? 
A: A scoring guide is provided for each pre-assessment. Included in the scoring guide are the 
following: a key for multiple-choice questions and rubrics for short constructed response items. 
For any long writing tasks, you may use the New Jersey Holistic Scoring Rubric. As we continue 
to develop assessment tools, the rubric may change.  
 
 
Q: What about the Essential Questions? How do I score them? 
A: The Essential Questions are included in each unit pre-assessment. You will also administer an 
Essential Question Post-Assessment at the end of the unit. Student responses to these 
questions should be considered formative assessment, intended to give teachers information 
about the students’ understanding of the curriculum concepts addressed in the unit. These 
Essential Question items are not scored in the traditional manner, but should be reviewed by 
the teacher for planning instruction. 

 
Q: Should I use the pre-assessment score as a grade? 
A: No. 
 
 
Q: Can I use the performance tasks as grades? 
A: Yes. 
 
 
 
 
 



Q: How can I convert the performance task rubrics into grades for my students? 
A: Collaborate with your content-area and grade-level colleagues to determine how to align the 
rubric with the district scoring system. Keep in mind that a rubric level “3” means that the 
student as met the standard. Please see the key below each rubric. 
 
 
Q: How should I use the curriculum units to plan my lessons? 
A: Consider the following: 

 Review the results of your students’ pre-assessments to determine what you must 
teach. 

 Review all the standards that must be addressed in the unit, and identify standards that 
are not covered by the unit performance tasks.  

 Collaborate with your grade-level colleagues to plan instruction aligned to all the 
required standards. 
 

 
Q: Are we still administering the state Unit Assessments? 
A: Yes, the state Unit Assessment will be administered at the end of each unit. See the 
curriculum guides posted on the ELA web page for assessment dates. 
 
 
Q: What should I do if I have a question or concern about the curriculum? 
A: Please use the feedback form at the bottom of the ELA Curriculum Units webpage to register 
comments or ask questions. If you would like a response, please include your email address, 
since the feedback form is anonymous. 


